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The Effect of Remote auditing and Financial Reporting Complexity on
The Timeliness of Annual Financial Statements Audit Report for Non-
Financial Companies Listed in Egyptian Exchange: A (Pre-Post)
Analysis of Covid-19 Pandemic Period.

Abstract:

This research examined the effect of remote auditing and financial
reporting complexity on the timeliness of issuing audit report through a
(pre-post) analysis of the Covid-19 pandemic period, using a sample of
(182) Observations, to study (Diff-in-Diff) between the timeliness of issuing
audit reports from (94) non-financial companies listed in Egyptian Stock
Exchange, with two observations for each company; The first observation
represents the fiscal year ending in 2019 (before the closure imposed by the
Covid-19 pandemic), and the second observation represents the fiscal year
ending in 2020 (after the closure). It was found that remote auditing and the
complexity of the financial reporting negatively affect the timeliness of
issuing audit report, and results of testing control variables that express
operational characteristics of audit client firm revealed the significance of
the negative effect of size and leverage and the positive effect of return on
assets in the model that tests the effect of remote auditing on the timeliness
of issuing audit report. in addition to the significance of the positive effect
of the return on assets and the negative effect of leverage in the model that
tests the effect of financial reporting complexity on the timeliness of issuing
audit report. Moreover, the findings of additional analysis supported the
significant positive moderating role of return on assets on the relationship
between remote auditing and the timeliness of issuing audit report. And
supported the significant negative moderating role of return on assets and
leverage on the relationship between financial reporting complexity and
timeliness of issuing audit report.

Keywords: Remote Auditing, Financial Reporting Complexity, Timeliness
of Audit Report, Covid-19 Pandemic, A (Pre-Post) Analysis, Non-Financial
Companies Listed in Egyptian Exchange.
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